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enough to spread the hope
around, to find a new
facility and to go out into
the community and present
yourselves as a member
of the Disabled American
Veterans.

“For that, the state of
Georgia thanks you, and I,
as the Northwest District
Commander, thank you. You
folks have done an excellent
job.”

All newly appointed
officers lined the front of the
room, shoulder to shoulder,
with the soon to be instated
commanding officer placing
his left hand on the American
flag, as each member repeated
the DAV Oath of Office,
promising to uphold and
respect their individual
positions.

Each new officer
avowed the following:

“Upon my word and
honor, as a member of the
Disabled American Veterans,
in the presence of Almighty
God, and my comrades,
and before the flag of my
country, accept the office to

which I have been elected
or appointed. I promise to
perform the duties of such

DAV Commander Mike Ruback
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said Dr. Williams. “I have
been immensely blessed by
the support and opportunities
in Union County and will
continue to be an advocate for
all children.

“The people of Union
County are very special to my
family through the friendships
along the way. As we anticipate
the move to Gainesville, we
thank the community for their
continued support.”

Williams has been with
Union County Schools since
July of 2012, following the
departure of former Assistant
Superintendent Ronnie Byers,
who retired in November of
2011.

Prior to his move
to Union, Williams served
as director of evaluation
and assessment for Pioneer
RESA, after which he came
to Union County to work with
former Union County Schools
Superintendent Gary Steppe.

At the time of his hire
here, Williams received praise
and recommendations from
respected educators across the
region, for his professionalism
and work ethic.

And since his arrival
in Union County in 2012,

Williams has been a strong
advocate for the children of
the county.

When construction of
the Union County Schools
Fine Arts Center finally
neared completion in 2015,
after years of delays between
two voter-approved SPLOST
referendums amid tough to
improving economic times,
Williams showcased a
philosophy of student and
community involvement in a
statement to the North Georgia
News.

“First of all, it’s going to
be able to propel opportunities
for our students,” said Williams
of the Fine Arts Center. “But
then, it’s also going to provide
the community a place to come
and see the work our kids have
done, to possibly have other
events as well that don’t just
benefit the schools, but that
benefit the community.”

Between now and May 1,
Williams will be busy finalizing
the full terms of his contract
with Gainesville City Schools,
as well as setting a date for his
transition to Gainesville.

Williams is familiar
with Gainesville City
Schools through his work

with the Pioneer RESA, and
he also underwent an eight-
week teaching practicum a
Gainesville Middle School
before moving on to full student
teaching at Brookwood High
School in Gwinnett County at
the start of his teaching career

He will replace
Gainesville City Schools
Superintendent Wanda Creel.
who has held the position since
July of 2014.

“The Gainesville City
School Board of Education
unanimously voted to name
Dr. Jeremy Williams as the
sole finalist for the position
of Superintendent for the
Gainesville City School System
that is being vacated by Dr
Wanda Creel,” according tc
a statement available at the
system’s website, http://www.
gcssk12.net.

The April regular meeting
of the Union County Board of
Education has been changed tc
Thursday, April 20, with a work
session to begin at 6 p.m. and
the meeting to start at 7 p.m.

Spring Break was last
week, giving faculty, staff and
students a weeklong break from
school.

office to the best of my
ability.

“I pledge to act and
conduct myself, in such a
manner, at all times and
places, as will only affect the
good of the order. I promise
to enforce and sustain the
constitution and bylaws of
this organization.

“When my successor
has been duly elected or
appointed, and installed, I
promise to surrender to him
or her, all the property of the
order, in my possession. All of
which, I now affirm.”

The 2017 slate of
officers for the DAV are as

follows:
Mike Ruback,
Commander; George

Fischbach, Senior Vice
Commander; Art Patchin,
Junior Vice Commander;
Jack Dugger, Chaplain; Roy
Hamby, JAG; Art McCann,
Adjutant; Bryan Sandberg,
Treasurer; Bob Spaulding,
Service Officer; and Gene
Lawrence, Sergeant at Arms.

Ruback, who helped
found Union County’s chapter
of the organization, shared his
gratitude for all the members’
continuous support and
dedication, and for allowing
him to serve another term as
the chapter’s commander.

“It was a great year that
we had last year, again,” said
Ruback. “I am commander
again this year, and we have
a great group of senior vice
and junior vice that I know it
is going to be great this year.
They’re going to support me
and help me to make sure we
have a great year this year as
well.”

After the ceremony,
the members adjourned the
meeting to have dinner at Rib
Country for good food and
good fellowship with friends
as the group looks forward to
another year of community
success.

The Disabled American
Veterans organization is a
nonprofit charity that assists
in providing lifelong support

and comradery for veterans
and their families. Each
year, the organization helps
more than a million veterans
and their families by way
of transportation to medical
appointments to assisting
veterans with benefit claims.

As of today, the
DAV has extended to close
to 1,300 chapters and 1.3
million members nationwide.
According tothe organization’s
website, the DAV “empowers
our nation’s heroes and their
families by helping to provide
the resources they need and
ensuring our nation keeps the
promises made to them.”

For those interested in
joining the DAYV, the group
meets on the second Monday
of every month at 7 p.m. at
the Maj. Leon Davenport
Veterans Center.

Annual membership
fees vary, depending on the
age of the individual. For
more information, visit Www.
dav.org.
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Art Centre

Art Gallery * Pottery Studio

* Art Classes

(706) 835-1257

563 Gainesville Hwy...1 mile south of town
Blairsville GA 30512

www.OliveTreeArtCentre.com

A

Longarm Quilting
Commission Quilts
Quilt Restoration
Quick Turn Around

Located in Blairsville, GA

706-781-1423

GATNS BREFURNIGN

Mattresses, Porch Rockers & More!
“From the Front Porch to the
Back Door We've Got You Covered!”
568 Blue Ridge St. * Blairsville, GA

FREE y
706-835-1209

Mon-Fri 9am-6pm * Sat 9am-4pm ¢ Closed Sun

Declare your financial

independence. Call today.

= 'L Flip Varney

Financial Advisor

178 Bracketts Way Suite 2
Blairsville, GA 30512
706-835-1385
www.edwardjones.com

Edward Jones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING Member SIPC

RECOVE
WAL 2 0VER),
N
PAINT & BODY
(706) 745-9703

391 BLUE RIDGE HWY
ALL INSURANCE ACCEPTED

[CommercialgResiaential

PAVING

DIVISION INC.

706440002988

DRIVEWAYS
PARKING LOTS
SUB DIVISIONS
TAR/GRAVEL

Southeast Geothermal
& Spray Foam

»” 100-745-8685

1442 Blue Ridge Hwy.
www.segeothermal.com
www.sesprayfoam.com

COPELANDS

BURGERS & SOUTHERN EATS

Winter Hours:

Monday :- Sa:turt::lay 11AmM-9Pm
i Sulndaly 1 1|AM-3PM
Downtown Blairslvillle, Op_e Block from
lthe’ Squhre', aclros_ls from (iity’Halll
| l I I

- Horse Camp -wil>

Spring Break at Trackrock Stables

April 10-14

Get up to $50 off*

706-745-5252
Complete hands-on experience with
horses and riding. *See website for
discount details. Advance reservations
required.

www.Trackrock.com

(706) 745-0264

Michelin

£l Uniroyal

Oscar Thomas - Owner

Specializing In:
Alignment « Computer Balancing
Brakes * Auto Repair
Industrial Foam Fill
Oil Changes

Thomas Tire, Inc.
Auto & Big Truck Service

76 Shoe Factory Road
Blairsville, Georgia 30512

Budget

Blinds

The best in custom blinds and window coverings

Free In-Home Consultation!
Shutters « Wood Blinds « Honeycomb
Roller/Solar Shades « Roman Shades « Vertical Blinds
Woven Woods and Much More!
www.budgetblinds.com

Call Today! 706-745-0009

Personal Loans - Starter Loans - Consolidation Loans and more

417 Blue Ridge Street, Suite I
BLAIRSVILLE
706-745-6111

* All loans subject to our liberal credit policy
and limitations, if any. 1st Franklin Finan-

cial Corporation, NMLSR#141654, Georgia

Residential Mortgage Licensee #5656.

www. Iffc.com

706-400-5674

Impact Design,

Owner, LuAnn Head
307C Cleveland Street « Blairsville, GA 30512

Laser Engraving « Custom Apparel « Promotional Products
Website: impactdesigninc.co

HEARING

SOLUTIONS

of North Georgia

Inc.

Hearing Tests - Evaluations - Consults

Let us service your hearing devices
in our state of the art hearing lab!

Call us today 706-835-9213
Hearing Solutions of North Georgia
63 Plott Street, Unit D, Blairsville, GA
(Located next to Chick-fil-A on Hwy. 515)

Proudly serving the community and tri-state area since 2000

BRASSTOWN PHARMAGY

706-745-2303

Locaren At 23B Mureny Hwy Bramsviiee GA

atat

We now have a small business
center in your local at&t store.
Come in and see Shannon Richards!
132 N Main St #107,
Hiawassee, Ga 30546

706-896-7999

Cakes,

(; upca kes
Tarts, Pies,
Ca ndi/ &
Dessert

‘We cater
Wec{cﬁngs,
Parties,
and
Special
Events!

Tax Probleme? Tax Qolutione!

North Georgia Sales LLC

Monday thru Friday 9:30-5:30  Saturday 9:30-2:00
NorthGeorgiaSales.net * (706) 632-2727
950 Appalachian Hwy, Blue Ridge, GA 30513.

We understand that finding the perfect

B Lﬁ_ets.'

Mention ad for 10% OFF Graduation Cakes!

40B Town Square, Blairsville
762-448-9077
www.DixieConfexions.com

'SOLUTIONS)

Accounting, Payroll & Tax Solutions
Senving North Geongia for 30 years

417 BLUE RIDGE STREET, SUITE N
BLAIRSVILLE

706-745-3856

combination of quality and affordability can
be difficult. So we have made it our goal to
provide the best buying experience possible.
— -

— /ey N

24 Scott Drive ¢ Blairsville, GA
706-745-GRUB




